
1. Ok, so what’s the speed of dark?

2. When everything is coming your way, you’re in the wrong lane.

3. Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays off now.

4. How much deeper would the ocean be without sponges?

5. Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get sucked into jet engines.

6. What happens if you get scared half to death, twice?

A westerner entered an eight-year-old horse in 
a race at an eastern track. Since the horse had 
never raced before, he went off at odds of 80 to 1. 
But he galloped home first by several lengths.

The stewards naturally were suspicious and 
called in the owner. “How come you never 
raced this horse before?” they demanded. 
“After all, you’ve had 
him for eight years.”

“Well, to tell you the 
truth,” the westerner 
said sheepishly, “we 
couldn’t catch him until 
he was seven.”

A two-fisted ward boss 
named Pat Murphy some-
times received invitations to 
the parties and sometimes 
was left out. When one of the 
victory parties to which he 
had not been invited came 
off, Pat was almost the first 
man to appear.

“Why, Pat,” said one of his friends, “How come 
you’re here? I understand you were not invited.”

“I know it,” smiled the Irishman as he reached 
for a mug of beer and a sandwich, “but I 
thought I’d show up just the same, to prove I 
wasn’t mad at not being asked.”

WORDS OF WISDOM?
Larry, the Cable Guy strikes again.

Grandpa’s
Country
Wisdom

A bumble bee is faster than a John Deere tractor.

Trouble with a milk cow is that she won’t stay milked.

The shallower the stream, the louder the babble.

The only thing worse than a lawn mower that won’t start 
is one that will.

Don’t sell your mule to buy a plow.

“If at first you don’t succeed, try raising rabbits.”
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Centuries hence, historians may wonder: 
Where exactly did Congress store all those 

pork barrels? By William Ecenbarger

Washington, D.C. July 4, 2509: The General Services 
Administration today announced completion of an exact replica 

of the United States Capitol building – designed by C-SPAN 
videos that recorded debate in both houses of Congress in the 

early years of the 21st century.

The grounds surrounding the Capitol have also been 
faithfully reproduced. There are bushes, which were 

beaten around, and a row of haystacks in which 
members of Congress used to look for needles. 

The driveway is paved with stones, none of which 
was unturned, and there are three bandwagons in 

front of the building upon which they frequently 
climbed. There are no fewer than seven 

flagpoles for the running up of ideas.

There are slippery slopes and level playing 
fields to accommodate whole new 

ballgames. Directly in back of the building 
is a lake from which the tips 

of icebergs protrude, and 
anchored there is a ship 

named Titanic, whose deck 
chairs can be rearranged.

Several handsome doors, which were always open and upon which opportunity tended 
to knock, lead to the restored Capitol’s interior. Near the entrance sits a small waiting 
room for ideas whose time had come. The first floor also contains a gymnasium where 
lawmakers could exercise their prerogatives and a pediatrics ward for the babies that 
were thrown out with the bath water.

The kitchen features a large bakery, where the ancient solons prepared half loaves that 
were better than none, pies in the sky and cake that they could have and eat too. There’s 
an abundant supply of salt, which lawmakers often took grains of, and pans that once 
held flashes. An oversized pantry accommodates hundreds of pork barrels. A huge 
butcher block was used to trim fat from the federal budget, which was sometimes cut to 
the bone. Geese were frequently cooked here.

An attached barn is a veritable Noah’s ark of busy beavers, proud peacocks, sly foxes, 
mad wet hens, gored oxen, slow-paced snails and ducks (some sitting, some dead, some 
with water running off their backs). The video debates indicated that the most common 
animal of all was the bull, which was taken by the horns before it was loosed in the china 
shop, where it had a tendency to defecate, about which lawmakers often exclaimed. Pigs 
were kept in a poke.

The stable housed horses – some of a different color – with carts before them. Some of 
these animals were changed in midstream, and there were even dead horses that, sadly, 
appeared to have been beaten. Spurs of the moment hang throughout the stable. Although 
there is a separate room for one lone 800-pound gorilla, it was rarely mentioned. The kennel 
housed many old dogs, some that wouldn’t hunt and others that couldn’t be taught new 
tricks. If sleeping, the dogs were allowed to lie – unless they barked up the wrong tree. A 
special holding pen was reserved for “Blue Dogs,” a breed that went extinct long ago.

The basement storage area includes shelf upon shelf of Pandora’s boxes, both opened 
and unopened, and many cans of worms. There’s a grindstone to which noses were put 
and bins of brass tacks.

From his office directly across the street from the restored Capitol, Speaker of the House 
Maxim Bromide said that making such good use of the videos was a stroke of genius. 
“From time immemorial,” he went on, “our nation’s legislators have had a way with words 
and always managed to hit the nail on the head. It’s high time we preserve this national 
treasure. Nothing succeeds like success...”

There Oughta Be a Law
We get lazier and lazier. The following article was written by William Ecenbarger and published in the July 2009 issue of SMITHSONIAN magazine. We reprint with permission of both.


